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“We hope that by holding this father accountable and by sending him to jail, we are sending a 
powerful message to others: reckless decisions like this have consequences and they are 
unacceptable. There will be a cost. Justice will have its day. 

Could the beacon be brighter if he was spending three years in prison? Possibly. 

But we still laid down a beacon. We’ve laid down a marker - to other prosecutors, to other 


police in this county, to other parents - that they must be held accountable. 


And the risk of potentially losing this innovative prosecution and not putting 
down ANY marker was too great for our trial team.” - [Lake County] State’s 
Attorney Eric F. Rinehart, November 6th, 2023 


Immediately following that pretentious self-pat-on-the-back, a member of the media 
questioned Rinehart about a statement made by George Gomez, the defense attorney 
representing Robert Crimo Jr., minutes before Rinehart climbed to the step ladder to 


take his place in the spotlight and reach the big boy microphone. 


“Mr Gomez suggested that the State was trying to pit members of the family against each other 
and one of the reasons he agreed to the plea deal was to protect his family. Any thoughts about 
that?” 


Lake County State’s Attorney Eric Rinehart being asked about Gomez’s statement 


“No comment. I’m not gonna comment.” 


The man whose entire campaign is ALLEGEDLY built upon the ideology of absolute 
transparency and holding those in power accountable, is never bereft of a good old 


“no comment” when his own slippery tactics are called into question. 


To quote the Attorney General Garson Fischer, who was present in court with the 
State on August 7th, 2023 as the Motions to Dismiss were being presented by George 
Gomez: 


[The] “statements are conflating issues and Pd like to peel those apart.” 


To be very, very clear - there was nothing “innovative” about this prosecution. To be 
even more clear, Eric Rinehart was hounding George Gomez from the first hearing to 
make a deal. 

This was malicious prosecution, yes. 

This was exploitative to the victims, yes. 

But innovative it was not. It was lazy, it was flawed, and it was so wrongful that Eric 


could barely contain his fidgetiness in court toward the end. 


Robert Crimo Jr., for his part (and I’m certainly paraphrasing here) continually and 
vociferously rejected any deal brought forth by Rinehart, speaking on behalf of all 
citizens who were reading between the lines of this case from the outset and felt the 
chilling effect of being maliciously and wrongfully prosecuted for simply following the 
laws of the state in which we live - by telling Eric Rinehart to get absolutely fucked 


with his weird, crooked grin and Let’s Make a Deal approach to ‘People’s Championing. 


I’ve said it before, and I'll say it once more for the people in the back: 

ERIC RINEHART DOES NOT GIVE A SINGLE FUCK ABOUT VICTIMS. 
ERIC RINEHART NEEDS VICTIMS. 

ERIC RINEHART LOVES THAT YOU ARE HURTING BECAUSE HE CAN 
FINESSE YOUR TRAGEDY INTO A VOTE AND TURN THAT VOTE INTO 
MONEY FOR HIMSELF. 

PLEASE, PAY ATTENTION. 


It wasn’t until the 11th hour, the weekend before Crimo Jr. was set to go to trial, 
primed with new suits, a shiny American Flag lapel pin and a positive spirit, that he 
found he was being railroaded by the State in a slimeball move that not only 
threatened his entire family’s well being and mental health but also risked 
jeopardizing his son’s right to a fair trial by allowing evidence to be disseminated in a 
case to save himself. 

The relentless tactics used by the State to subpoena and potentially attempt to pit the 
youngest Crimo son against Robert Crimo III was a heavy burden that had visibly 


weighed on the youngest Crimo. 


It was a risk Robert Crimo Jr., a father that has been thoroughly eviscerated and 
dissected by mainstream and social media alike by droves of other equally - or worse - 


“bad parents”, was unwilling to take. 


By AGREEING to take the plea, Crimo Jr. believed he was serving the best interest of 
both of his sons. 

Remember that before you armchair diagnose or criticize what a horrendous parent he 
was and is. 

He did what any reasonable and good parent would do: He sacrificed himself for his 
children. Being, or not being, a fucking mind reader does NOT a good parent make, 
and is not something that can legally be argued. It is a pseudoscience. In 2023 we 


should all be well aware of this. 
...and you people call ME a conspiracy theorist?? 


By AGREEING to take the plea, Eric Rinehart secured a win - albeit - only on the 
surface. It’s a gift-wrapped box that’s utterly empty inside. Those of us who’ve been 
paying attention are still reading between the lines. We see the box of nothing and the 
man behind the curtain. We’ve got your number, Eric. 

(It’s the 666 behind your ear.) 


The only people who hailed this case from the time of Crimo’s indictment as being 
“precedent setting” in holding parents responsible for their offspring’s crimes were/are 
the ones reacting so viscerally to the shooting that they were/are entirely incapable of 


compartmentalizing their emotions long enough to use their heads at all. 


Rinehart continually maneuvered above, over, under, around, and through these 
people’s traumas and pain and covertly exploited them by using the buzzword 
“precedent” - giving them some false hope to latch onto - to make himself look like the 


HERO once again. 


It’s purely serendipitous, I’m sure, that the cases against Robert Crimo Jr., and in all 
likelihood, against Robert Crimo III, will have wrapped just in time for Rinehart’s re- 


election in the spring of 2024. It pays to have friends in high places, doesn’t it? 


(Just take a look at Robert Crimo III’s next court date. December 11th. Technically, it 
should have been January 11th given that his hearings have all been 4 months apart. I 


wonder who decided to shave that extra month off?) 


This always should have been about facts and law. But the only law Rinehart was 
seemingly prepared to argue in court was why Robert Crimo Jr. - and Crimo III for 
that matter - have consistently had their Constitutional rights shit on with little 


regard. 


During the August 28th hearing, in which George Gomez’s Motion to Dismiss was 
denied, Eric Rinehart said, “We’ve done OUR research and made OUR phone calls, we’ve 


done that work, and we believe in the transparency of this case.” 


Even as recently as yesterday, Rinehart was still happy to soak up the credit as being 
the one to lay the groundwork for this type of prosecution for these types of shooting 


cases. 


But, as I’ve reviewed the copious amounts of personal notes I took from each and every 
court hearing, I was unable to locate a single, solitary seed that might even potentially 


sprout into something resembling groundwork one day. 


This man - this conniving fraud - never laid an ounce of groundwork. The State’s case 


was flimsy and legally flawed from beginning to end. 


When Rinehart railroaded Crimo into a plea agreement - an offer too good to refuse - 
Rinehart single-handedly subverted and dissolved any actual legal process, in a court 
of law, in which a Judge would have had the opportunity to examine all the facts, to 
review all the evidence, to interpret the law, and to rule based on it - finally settling 
the polarizing argument as to whether Robert Crimo Jr. was criminally reckless when 
he signed the FOID affidavit, or not. 

With clear - or maybe not so clear to some - legal language and case law that could be 


referenced for all those who will come next. 


Eric Rinehart’s case rested solely on supposed text messages found in Bobby’s phone 
from three years prior to July 4th, during a time the boy was going through a breakup 
with his girlfriend. 

It rested on the testimony of a “witness” who dug himself up from the core of earth to 
proclaim that “Bobby once made comments at a youth group meeting about mass 
shootings” and that Robert Crimo Jr, in response, had arrived to that meeting and 


waved a gun around to the church kids like he was goddamn Wyatt Earp. 


Except that no one present that day was able to corroborate his story. 
Except that, in my own investigation, I’ve never been able to place him physically 


anywhere near this group or even as a legitimate Young Life counselor at all. 


This witness, who preemptively asserted his right to not be filmed during his 
testimony (smart move), would have been utterly annihilated on the stand during cross. 
And Rinehart knew it. 

And that.. Supposedly.. Was his bombshell witness. 


Irrespective of that testimony, the case was precariously sitting on the shoulders of a 
straw man fallacy that presumes and requires MERE SPECULATION into the 
foresight and hindsight abilities of Robert Crimo Jr. in deciding his legal liability. This 
case, at its core, has always been formed upon public outrage that Robert Crimo could 
have, should have, and did not predict three years into the future. 

For those of you who aren’t legally savvy, Eric’s actions are the equivalent of reaction 


streaming. It’s lazy, thoughtless, and grift-y and it just keeps making you more famous. 


Judge Strickland said on August 28th 2023, 
“The State must prove two things: 
1. Was the act a reckless act as defined by Illinois law? 


2. Was the act a proximate cause of the injuries/deaths?” 


Eric Rinehart was banking on exploiting the emotions of the public to secure his win. 
He knew his case was lost when the Defense waived a jury trial in favor of a bench 


proceeding, where a Judge would be ruling with his head and not his emotions. 


The only way he could win this one was to cheat. He knew it, and we see it clearly. His 
policies and procedures may not be as transparent as he claims, but the man himself 
most certainly is. 


Transparent as all hell. 


The only precedent he set in the State vs Robert Crimo Jr. is the utterly horrifying idea, 
and now the reality, that the malleable term “reckless” can be used to arbitrarily 
prosecute ordinary citizens for virtually anything and everything - and that those with 
the moxie to fight that injustice risk their own livelihoods, reputations, and malicious 


targeting of their own families by the legal system. 

If you aren’t terrified of Rinehart’s blatant abuse of power, you haven’t been paying 
attention. 

And if you still think that Crimo Jr. agreeing to a plea deal at the last minute instead of 
on day one, when it was offered, is indicative of his absolute guilt, you haven’t been 


paying attention. 


In Eric Rinehart’s entire bullshit spectacle he proved one thing: Robert Crimo Jr. is a 


good fucking father. 


Isn't it ironic... don’t ya think? 
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